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Please visit website  http://www.youtube.com/MennoniteCentre

FOMCU Chairperson Ben Stobbe writes ...

| would really encourage readers of this newsletter to go to our website
found at www.mennonitecentre.ca  and link up to our Youtube videos on
our work at the Mennonite Centre. You can find the link on the homepage.

Currently we have seven Youtube videos that can easily be opened. The
videos include features on children singing, a talented accordionist playing
at the Seniors lunch, sports schools, and the 10" anniversary celebrations.
There are two videos that involve our work with seniors. One illustrates our
involvement in getting the new seniors home in the former Muntau hospital
area opened. The other shows the desperate, tragic situation elderly
seniors can find themselves in when they have few community resources to
draw on.

In spite of all of these challenges many Ukrainians still are very thankful
for their families, their church and their community of friends. For many in
the Molotschna area we are part of their community of friends. Watch the
videos and see why.

Report by Rudy & Hildegarde Baerg
Volunteer Directors at the Mennonite
Centre from Sept. to Nov. 2011
www.baergsinukraine.blogspot.com

It was autumn 2005; we were
first-term NA directors at the Mennonite
Centre. The euphoria of the Orange

Revolution was already beginning to

wear off. There was no sign that the promises of change were reaching into
our southeast area of Ukraine. We came back again in spring 2007. This
time the imminent coming of natural gas to Molochansk held hopes for
economic investment, new industries and job creation; sadly the reverse
happened. The major industry in town went into receivership throwing more
than 200 people out of work. In this environment of dashed expectations
the Mennonite Centre continues today to be a presence of hope,
encouragement and motivation. The doors are always open for people and
organizations in need. Sometimes the answer is as simple as a warm place
to sit or seeing a friendly face.

What has changed in these years? We started by concentrating on the
most vulnerable in society - the elderly and the young. Seniors keep
coming for lunch every Tues. and Fri. - receiving both physical and social
nurture. The ill and housebound are not forgotten; each time deliveries are
made to those not able to attend. Seniors homes have been opened and
continue to be supported at the hospital and the church. Many seniors had
no means of converting to natural gas and are still heating with coal. The
price has risen dramatically. Several years ago a number of people froze to
death. Since then we have established a coal program and elderly can
apply for assistance — again we try to determine the most vulnerable and
needy. We have given out 655 pairs of glasses and still people are making
appointments to see our optometrist. We hear what a joy it is to read and
write and do needlework again. People can come to the Centre for free
medical consultations and we also have medical emergency funds in seven
centres. In addition surgeries and treatments have been funded. Often
people will come to us as a last resort, having sold off possessions, having
no other alternatives.

There is hardly an organization in
our town and surrounding district that
has not received some form of
assistance - schools, kindergartens,
social service agencies and hospitals.
We seek to partner with them so that
they have a vested interest in the
further welfare of their projects.
Compared to several years ago the

Student Denis Buchko , grandson
of Margarita Pankratz, from
Alexanderkrone, receives student
aid. Margarita recently died at age
93. He is shown with the Stobbes &
mother, Margarita's daughter.

streets in Molochansk are much
tidier. Instead of waste strewn about
everywhere, people are finding the
dumpsters we placed in strategic
areas of town.

More and more people are
becoming aware of contributions
Mennonites made many years ago and are asking questions. If thriving
communities were possible over a hundred years ago, why can't this
happen now? We applaud and encourage a few young entrepreneurs who
are taking initiative and working toward change. The increased interest in
history can be attributed in large part to Rudy Friesen’s book “Building on
the Past” which has been translated into Ukrainian and placed into many
libraries and schools. We recently received a request from as far away as
Krivoy Rog. We're also building “toward the future” by providing 33
scholarships to needy students studying at universities and colleges. -over-

Mennonite Centre
Manager
Dema Bratchenko

Christmas is
coming and at this
time we remember
people close to us —
family and relatives, / |
and also those that -

are finding life very difficult.

In Ukraine more than 50% of the
population lives below the poverty
line, especially in the villages. Molochansk
(Halbstadt) is not an exception. Older people
need medicine ... the truth is they simply
can't afford it with their pension. Average
pension in Ukraine is around 100-150 US
dollars a month! They need to buy food, pay
for coal and amazingly they try to help their
kids who are studying. If they have a serious
health problem they are doomed, because
there is no way they can afford medical
treatment or a surgery ...

The Mennonite Centre is trying to step in
for these people. | see them every day in my
office. Yes, it is difficult to look in their eyes -
full of tears and desperation. The Mennonite
Center is a last hope where they try to find
compassion. Somebody needs to pay the
price. What can we do ...?

Medical Emergency Funds have been
established. Four doctors see patients and
we buy medicine for them. This doesn't
cover the whole cost of the treatment, but at
least we try to give them some support.

At the Mennonite Centre we have a
kitchen where we feed handicapped,
pensioners and needy people. Our staff
prepares about 150 meals each week.

Recently the Mennonite Centre helped to
start a senior's home by installing water
system, renovating plumbing and shower
room, purchasing fridge, boiler, stove, and
washing machine. It seems a lot but it's not.
The place had bare walls and beds ...

Now 23 seniors call this their "home". Still
there are more needs such as sheets and
blankets and clothing. These people have
been abandoned by their children or have
no relatives at all. There is big need for
fellowship, no one visits them, and so they
come together in the dining room & talk
about their hard life. People that are unable
to walk only see a nurse that comes to feed
them. A little TV in their room would give
them some highlights in their every day
gray reality ...

Youth is the future of Ukraine. In order for
Ukraine to prosper we need to care for them
now. There are serious problems with Aids,
drugs, alcohol and smoking. Modern youth is
in serious danger and if we do nothing
about that we will suffer consequences in the
future. “Youth for Life” — is a program for
protecting our youth from this kind of life.
The Mennonite Centre organizes special
meetings with kids in schools where we
share information about these dangers and
give them some alternatives.

As extension of “Youth for Life” we have
Computer Classes and Mennonite History
Research groups. Through various activities
we introduce youth to Mennonite History
which has a powerful message —

“We can be prosperous in Ukraine and
Mennonites have proven it two hundred
years ago” the question is what do we need
for this to happen again?

”...righteousness & works of love, clothes
the naked; feeds the hungry; consoles the
afflicted; shelters the miserable ...”
—NMenno Simons.




For us each day is new and different - we never know what to expect. It has

been a big privilege to participate in the work of the Mennonite Centre through
these years and to see the positive changes that have come about due to your
gifts and encouragement.

How your Giving Can Help ...

We invite you to browse through the following projects and support the ones that

speak to your heart. The examples given illustrate what can be accomplished with

your gifts. Thank you for your generous donations. You don'’t have to designate

to a specific project if you do not wish to.

- Summer day camp experience in Molochansk/Kutuzovka
(Halbstadt/Petershagen) - $10 per child

- Coal subsidies - $40 for one family for one month

- Blood pressure cuff - $40 for one medical clinic

- Youth volunteer support program - $50 per event, to transport volunteers to a
Youth Custody facility

- One “Youth for Life” program - $75 to cover transportation and resource material

- Transportation expenses - $75 to deliver handicapped people using a van to the
New Hope Church services in Zaporozhye every week.

- Staff training - $85 to cover the cost for training one staff member on new
rehabilitation methods in dealing with handicapped people.

- Materials for crafts, music, and dance schools - $100 includes sewing materials,
music, and transportation.

- Christmas transportation - $100 to rent a bus to bring 10 special needs people
(in wheelchairs) to the New Hope Church Christmas service in Zaporozhye.

- Seniors lunch in Molochansk/Halbstadt - $45 for lunch for 75 seniors, or upgrade
to $120 per hot meal for 75 Seniors

- Emergency Medical Funds - $125 for funds for one month for one village

- School upgrades - $150 covers the cost per school, of paint & some floor repairs

- Monthly medication costs -$150 covers the subsidy for medications for Seniors
in the Molochansk Seniors Care Facility.

- Blackboards for Nikolaipol School (Nikolaifeld, Yazykowo) - $150/ blackboard

- Laboratory tests - $175 pays cost of lab reagents for local hospital medical labs

- Internet connection - $250 for the Dolinskoye village school (NeuOsterwick)

- Medical clinic refrigerators - $300 covers the cost for one clinic. We have a
clinic in Nikolaipol which desperately needs one.

- Mom’s Group material and supplies - $300 covers the annual costs for the
Mom’s Support Group at the Mennonite Centre.

- Computer Club - $300 covers the cost of supplies and some equipment for the
Mennonite Centre club

- Racks for the school cloakroom in Novo-Petrovka (Eichenfeld) - $300

- Start-up costs for students released from orphanages - $375 covers transition
costs for sheets, towels, kitchen supplies for one person leaving the orphanage

- Scholarship for a university student - $450 per student

- Student volunteer award: $500 to give 33 Community Volunteer Service Awards

- Cataract Surgery - $500 to cover the costs related to one cataract surgery

- Chemotherapy treatments - $625 per patient

- Micro-loan - $1,000 to repair equipment or purchase fertilizer for one farmer

- Projects for the Orekhov Children and Babies Hospital:
Pulsometer NewTechPM 100 (USA) - $225, Nebulizer NE-C29 - $147
Portable doplers device to listen to babies' heartbeat - $200
Portable suction pump - 7E-D - $97, A height measuring rod - $35
Artificial pulmonary ventilation bag - $50

Oksana
writes ...

The
Mom'’s group has
been meeting on
Wednesdays
at the MC for many
years. This group

also can be called a support group for
young mothers, but not only the young
... all women need support.

The ladies that come are mainly the
ones that do not have jobs. They say:
“It is like a fresh breath for them. This
is almost the only time during the week
they can have for themselves.” Many
of them leave their housework and
come for two hours to the MC.

Donor gives "blackboards" to school  "Seniors Day" at Mennonite Centre

George Dyck writes ... If you have any questions regarding charitable tax
receipts or designation of your donation please do not hesitate to contact me at
905-562-5536 or email at gtdyck@talkwireless.ca

Your support is appreciated. Spasiba bolshoi! (Thank you!)

Moms enjoy time together

Some of these ladies have a very
sad life situation and definitely need
support and attention, love and
encouragement. They want someone
who will listen and sympathize in their
hurts and someone who will pray with
them. One time before we prayed, a
lady has asked for prayer and we all
prayed. The next time she came back
excited asking not to stop praying for
her because she really felt God'’s
presence during the whole week.

Not only is this a support group we
also have projects that we work on
together. For instance we enjoy crafts,
cooking, picnics and trips to the sea in
summer. And now we are also making
Christmas gifts for the seniors that
come to MC for lunch. We are grateful
for all your interest and support.
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